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Thia estimated balance, however, will be reduced by
algime that have got to be paid, and which are now
pressing upon Mr, Cobb from the Post-Office Dopart-
ment and the Department of the luterior, amounting
to $10,361,683, Tn June, 18il, therafore, the Federal
Treasury will be drawn down to 3,590,196 61, pro-
wided Congress confines itslf to the narrow channel of
experditure marked ont for it by Mr. Cobb. Other-
wise it will be emjity.

The imports duripg the fiscal year have amounted
to $338,768,130, The couniry's exports for that period
amounted 1o $356,789 462, The excess of §15,021,:%2
of exports over fmports, is full of enconragemen® and
promise to Secretary Cobb, und leade. him to reguid
with great eatisfaction the t shipmente abroad
which we are making of our specie.

Mr. Cobb prediets with all coufidence that there will
be  continned inorease of the business of the country,
and that the receeipts into the Treasury for the coming
year will fully equal his eatimates.

Anticipating the potsibility of the expenditare by
Congrees of more monoy than he hae estimated for,
the Secretary carnestly advires the mesting of the ob-
" Hgations upon the Trensury to be created by sach logls-
lation, by sn increnss of the Tarifl duties. He is doad
aguinst borrowing for that purpose.

The estimutes contemplate o reduction of expendi.
tarc in every department of the public wervice, In
that of the Treasury, they have been reduced in the
em of Revenue collection of 300,000 over and above
what they were reduced lnst yoar.

‘Wo have two public debts—n permanent gne nnd u
temporary. Tho permunent now s $45,155977 66;
the temporary was $15,046,%00 on the 30h June Lust,

The suthority for reissning the £20,000,000 Treasury
Notes will expire on the 30th of June, 1360, and unless
the notes xre paid, that will have to be extended by
wet of Congress,

The Secretary renews, with heartivess, hia rocom-
mendution of & uniform system of weights and meas
ures, and & uniform unit and currency, W bo adopted
Ly the leading commercial conntries of the world.

He repeats his recommendations of lnst yosr upon
the subject of deposits Ly disbursing agents,

The estimates forthe Treasary Extension, and the
Charleston und New-Orleans Custom-HHouses, have
Been restricted to tlie sum necesssry to keop them
from injury by the westber in heir unfinished condi-

The Secretary preeses sgnin upon Congress ke
wiews he urged in his lnst year's report iu regard to the
Marine Hospitale

“Preparntions ure daking to comwenco the other
public buildings authorized by Congress al ite last ser-
slon, 80 soon as the condition of the Treasary will per-
wmit it to be done.

The necessity of legislation to confor full title to, and
Jurisdiction over, the Loulsville snd Portland. Canal,
sraneferred by Keutucky to the United States, closes
the Treasury Report of 1859,
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REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL.
Mr. Holt opena his report with & tribnte Lo the con
und others, who, when the appropriation wa
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_cmwhnmm«i 'Y d:rd - \vnﬂ;ml&

ﬂ!qln!{ oIS, with u lolty,
£ " Through their sesistance ¥ every mimw-
¢ tuising to the transmission and delivery of the mails

oo oy L rpersgioll Ko A e B

m us wt mny former %
Ile ‘h:? nu;l‘ ’pwpk l‘m‘:o beon
ul greal

:

|

their clulum upon the Government
and urges upon Congressto muke an early
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§ per cent over the revenne of
the |‘1’” ending Jone 30 18, bat still $2,700,000 short
of the actoal ‘poid) upendimm m,km.m 07) as
adjusted on the Anditor's books, exclusive of the m‘r"-

i to $700,000,

t annual approprintions, wqunliﬂi.
irm.ud to the Department by the of March 3,

#47, and March 3, 151, for the reansportation and de-
livery of free mail matrer for Congrese and the Execu-

Total revenue .......
Peing an inerense of

tive Depurtmenis, and the speciul a jom for
mail trmmportation,  To thia smount $2,700,000) must
be added the unpuid linbiities or deficiency, us esti-
mated on Jone W,

180, 4, 296,009 %5, mhw the total
excess of expenditnres for the year $6,906,000 36,

The expenditures for the year ending Juno 30, 1860,
are estimated at $15,038.627 62 The income for the
anme period is estimated at $10,222,5H 91, leaving a
deficiency of $4,816,091 71, to which 710,531 2,
pow in the hundeof the Postmasters, which has been
aceumnluting since 1845, and ean only be mude svail-
able us received, the totul deficiency s $5,526,3H,
Tt e estimated cort of the mail serviee July 1, 1860,
to Jone #), 1861, is computed at $15,665,1: 4; the
income for the same period is set down at 89,678,711,
lesving a deficiency of $5,058 424 04, The Postmaster

The sbove estimates ure increased by the cost of
mai) rontes between NewsYork iand San Franciseo and
Olympin 372,500, which have heretofore been pro-
w{-d for by special appropriations, and paid by the

Navy Iu-rnm nt.

The deficiency for 1861 ie estimated st §5088,-
424 04, upon the mesumption that the measures of
reform recommended in this report will not be adopted
by Congress. Shonld they, however, all receive the
mnotion of that body during the o ing session,
it in believed, as hereafter shown, that the
for ihat yenr would not exceed §1,342,473 90,

The ftl{ltlwitlg transportation staristice ure embraced
in the report:

Ount.e dth of Jone last, there wore in operation
The number of contractors wis

ticiency

R,?‘:'.i mail routes,

) ﬁe length of these rontes is estimated ar 260,052
miles, divided as Iulkmla, vie:
L

Miles.

Rollrond covecsiosoie- D000 [ Comeh . .cconinnniniarnne 4]

Btommbont . .cocovinsasnns 10,208 | Intericy modes. ... ..... 151,702

Thetotal nounal transportution of muils was 82,308, #72

wiles, costing $9,468,75¢, and divided as followe: "

~enta

Milem. Cost. permile.

! 7 #9243 572 1.9
Rieambost 4, 5if), D6 1 157, 644 25

Coteh.ios 10,444, 598 B, 104, e JiLa

luferior mode ««37,0d] 658 1,082,846 7]

Compased with the service reported June 30, 1858,
there is & decrease of 351 miles in the length of the
mail routes; au addition of 3,542,911 miles to the an-
nua! transportative, being about 4.4 per cent, fnd of
$1,073,359 to the oost, or about 2146 cent. The
BEEregulo length of rullroad routes bas been increased
1,19 miles, snd the avpual transportation thereon
1,504,932 milles—5.84 per cent, at  cost of $115,673, or
14.69 per cont. The lepgth of steamboat routes is

reater by 2,166 miles, and the annual trang ion

y 302 mwiles; the cost in $76,073 less—being u reduc-
tion of 6,16 per cent. The addition to cokch routes is
9,341 wiles in length, 3,892,664 miles in sunnal truns-

iom, or 10,9 per cent, and $1,24,250 in cost, or

The of inferior routes is dimin-
ished 13,697 milen, the annnal tr rtation
1,855,037 miles; the additional cost is §109, .szE
.42 por cent Jess in transportation, snd 6 per cent
ditional In cost.
Tlie new contracts commencing Jaly 1, and embracing
the States of Virginia, North l.'m'@h.nlil Sputh Carolina,
(Georgin and Florida, compured with the service on the
d0th of June list, in the eame States, the of the
muleul,] by railroads and inferior modes, ia increased
974 miles, und by stemnbout und coach is diminished
6,242 miles; (e runnal transportation is di ehed
913,574 miles,
The ¥, o10 numbier of post-ofiices In the Unlted States on
R aedena r
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Kumber of Postmusters sppoiuted Juring the year endiog

Juass 30, Y80 c s onvesssnpransainnns supbis oys v iarssein Tl
Of these, 4,650 were o fill vacancies occasioned by
resiguation; 867 were to fill vacancies occasioned by
removils; 295 wero to fill vacaucies occasioned by
deaths; 22 were to fill vacancies occasioned by change
of nemes und sites; 1,456 were to fill vacancies ve-
visioned ‘13 ctablishment of new offices,

Of the 50 distribution offices, the Postmuster says that
lie Las discontinued 13, substituting the leas costl
jrocess of direct wailing. These offices, from the high
commissions wllowed for the process of distribution,
bave proved not only a beavy burden upon the De-
partment, but ulso & strong mcentive to buse. But,
while the order mentioned Wwus inj ortant s 4 measare
of veonomy, and as & weans of preventing friuds, it
wia yel wore desimble for the neceleration of the
wuile. Offices of this deseription were formerly & very
vilusble, and, in fact, indispensable element in the
postul system of the country, owing to its vast extent,
und the wapidity with which po u epread into
pew districts,  Fut, gs the couutry hue become popu-
lated, the nocessity fur these guides to distunt points
bus mensurably ccnsed; and in proportion as oailways
Lave become carriers of mails, and have yielded to the
public demand for ceaseleas motion, has it become jm-
possible for the process of ** distribution” to be main-

ined, without subjecting the correspondence of the
country, ¢ h‘:&ed with its cominercial und political in-
telligei e, and its socinl sympitlies, 1o frequent and
unwarrantable delaye.

The whole pumber of dead lattera duang the last
fiscs] yoar is estimutod at 2500000, including wbout
500,000  drop letters™ and 50,000 * held for postuge.”’
Deducting these two classes, the number of letters
actually conveyed in the mails, und failing to reach the
perrons addrested, may be estimited at lees than two
willions (2,000,000) & year, More than fifty per cent

dead nre et

iw foand
y oat-
ise, and

(e delivery by carriers as perfect aa
in the fact uh.’.nh bognyg ia be

own by population of onr
ﬂmn be sbundoned, as it has been in Earopean
capitale. are at present bus about 4,000 boxes
in the Post-Ofice of New-York, and vet even this
number leads to much confasion and inaecn in the
distribution and delina of mail matter, Waa the nim-
ber no, ted to 10, which would not more than
meet the present ever-incressing demand—it is mani-
fert that no memary would be cqual to the task of ano-
cinting the names with the & iate boxes, and tha
the ;-rpl:-lﬁul working of the system would bocome
un e,

"nder the aet of 1825, every  prin‘er of newepapers
“ip allowed to gend one r to each and every oiher
« printer of newspapers within the United States free
“af portage.” s, the Postmaster rays, imjises iu
the aggregate & heavy and upjust burden on the De-

riment, wore overons in his opinion than the frink-
ing privilege, since the latter professes 1o be exercisd
ov behalf of the public, while the free exchange of
newspupers he regards se the adv incement of a purely
private and personal interest. If the press isto be
subsidized to the extent of its postages by Govern-
ment, he thinks such subsidy shonld be contributed by
the common Treasnry, instead of being imposed npon
the oppressed revennes of the Post-Office Department.
The privilege of circalatig weekly eoun’ry newspa-
pers within the limits of the coun'y in which they are
publiched is, he thinks, even more objectionable than
the fee editorial exchange. i

The practice of giving fat mall contrasts to help
maintuin sieamship, stage-coach, railroad, or steam-
boat Jines is reprobated.  He says:

“There are those who maiotain that the adjostment
of the mail pervice should be made subservient, if no;
suboidinate, to the interests of commerce and travel,
and that the rapid and cheap conveyunee of pussan-
gere, and the mgsorl of ruilroad, steamboat, and stige
companien, should be as carefully looked to and ue
anxwously provided for by the Department as the truns

riation of the muile. This is & fatul fallacy, whose

iter fmits may pow be seen in the enormons snms
pauid 1o these companies for mails, some of which are
ro light as scarcely to yield a revenue sufficient (o de-
frny the exjense of carrs ng them on horeoback, mere-
1y ihat the owners of these lines may he enriched, and

L u-nlpubiir. may have easy, certaln, and economical
modes of conveyance for themselves, their bagguge,
and their goods: Every dollar appropriated for such
pn:‘]mrﬂ i perversion and abuse of the postal fand
and every one of the extravagant and semi-sommercis
contracts deprives whole commimities in other rections
af the eountry of the muil facilities to which they are
enitled.” Therefore Mr. Holt saye be meuns, in all f-
ture l-ltiur i of contracts for the transportation of the
“ mail, to let the same, in every case, to the Jo vest hid-
o der tendering sufficient guarantees lor faithfnl perfor-
“ munce, without other reference to the mode of wech

“ e due ﬂ'&n'!.?, certainty, ard security of such
“tranrportation.”

The éxperimental employment of express agents on
the great rontes not succeeding, the baginge-mastors
bave been succesefnlly snbstitnted, at an annual saving
of $19.100, Iu relation to the high rates charged by
raifroad mmsuin for carrying the muils, accompanied
and delivered as they are by the ngents of the Depirt-
ment, the serviee performed by the road is little be-
yond that which it performs for tue shipper of a barrel
of flonr or & saek o gdn Why, then, isa compen-
sation exacted for this service which is so exorbitant
as compared with what wonld be demanded of a pri-
vate citizen for the conveyance of a similar amount of
freight 7 The average cost on our railroads for trans-
portation alone lust year varied from $50 to $3975 o
mile, In Canada the compensation paid to the rail-
roads for the conveyauce of the mail jx §30 per mile
for duy, and §40 per mile for night service, and $70
when the two services are combined, For this u se
rale ear ie farnished, which is fitted up as a traveling

office, and serves for soting and distributing the

mails by the way. If the mails are eent as ordinary
freight, under the guard of either un agent of the
company or of the postoffice, the charge f¢ but two
cents per wile when the weight does not excaed two
bunared poundn‘ and for any additiona! weight, pay-
ment is made m the ssme proportion, No resson

Eurct-ived why, except npon onr great trunk routes,
igher rate of compensation

y our Government than is paid by that of Canada.
Even on this latter cliss of roads the present rates ure
much too ligh, but on the remainder, where the mails
are light, they are oppresaively extravagant. The
rapid multiplication of rail m all of which the
Jew provides that the mails shall be ied—ia con-
stantly im-reninﬁ the evil complained of, These roas
are in every direction penetrating comparatively
1 the oguntry and con-
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barrassments can be indolged, The into be
found in an amendment of the act of b 3, 1845,
which 1 would regpectfully urge upou the considera-
tion of Congress. A reduction of 33 1-3 per cent upon

the maximum rates fixed by that act would atill leave a
very liberal compensation to this class of contractors.
Mr. Holt complaing that of the 318 railroad routes in
the United States, there are 137 on which the mails are
transported without contract. These router ure the
most important from their length and the weight of the
mails transmitted npon them, and yet the incorporated
companies controlling them peremptorily refoss to en-
monts with the depactment which
the luw and the highest intereste of the postal service
demand, The | hae been that they huve
carried the mails when and as they pleased, departin
und arriviog ut such bourr, and moving at such speed,
ax was agreeable to them, To obviate this difficalty
the Vostmaster intends to iuvite proposals from the
several railrond companies, and to notify them that on
und after March 31, 1860, they must enter into {ormal
pereements containing the usual etipulutione wiih the

ter into those “Ej

uel.uﬂmml.

n regard to the Portland and New-Oileans mail, the

following table will exhibit the average period oeco-
and New-

Qied in its conveyanoe hetween New-Yor
Jrleans during the past year, a8 well as the nomber
of failures to arrive within schedule time on the two
routes designated:

South- Weatern, via Knozville —Scheduls tims, 5 days.  Actual
time, B duys 23] honre. Arrivals lu schodule twe, 241, Arrivals
out of sche dule thme, B0,

Attantic, via Walmington.—8chedule time, 5] days. Artual
aversge, & doys |4 hours.  Arvivals in schedule time, WL Arri-
wvals out of ule taue, 296,

The Postmaster leaves it to Congress to sa
;Jf LI:;- four routes proposed for this mail lh.ul(

celed,

The Mississippi River mail eervice, between St. Paul
and New-Orlesns, was performed during the past year
uwtan uviﬂ-{&tﬁ cost of LR, Its earnings weret o
1 1a le to be the sabject of serious comment,

which
be we-

ol the entire necnmulition of )
abont 40 ont of the 28539 Post-Offices, including, of
cotirve, the large cities and towne. It is rutisfactorily
estublisbod, in (be Jurge majority of cases, that the
funlt of the fuilure of lettors w reach their destination
is with the writers themsclves ¢ither in misdirocting
or i.lk-gilsllv directing their foati From
what l¢ slrendy known, it is asemmed that ono
willion of jetters become ** dend” from causes en-
tirely Leyond the control of this Department or of sny
Legldation. Bowetuing to provide for returning these
lettors sooner, ind in larger numbers than st present
to the writers ghould be done, but for the preseat the
Postwsster withholds his snggestions upon the sabject,
meu-l_up.bnn ing that a8 the sysiem in the dead-leiter
remnined unchanged

office w the o iention
of the Depurtment in 186, there is plenty of room for
i cment.

whiole nnmber of dead letters, contalning money,
registered and pont ont dw in;_ths yeur ending Jaoe 30,
1858, was 9,726, of which 8,074 were delivered, leav-
ing 1,152 uueluimed,  The whole amount of money re-
ceived was $45.718 14; amonut restored o owiers,
$1L, 1374, The amoant of the inclosnres wis §2,002, -
¥ 115 the amount of the inclosures in sterling wae
L6061 15/5; the amount of the inclosures in france
wus 104,431, The vumber of desd letters returned (un-
upened) to foreign countries during the lust fiscal year
wus 138,681, divided us follows, vie.: England, 60,310;
France, 15,157 ; Prussia, 18,409 Bremen, 6,91%; Ham-
ll:._urg. 1,400 ll‘a_n_ndu. 17,537, New-Brunswick, 1,780,

AL '

Mr. Hult speaks thos of the Penny Post:

*The system of delivering letters by carriers st the
domieil of the citiren wus recognized by the act of the
3 of March, 1825, and las, within a fow vears, beea
sucoessfully itroduced inte several of our principal
cities, mu.ﬁ. constaut endeavors huve been wade 1o
improve ll;hi_t‘ mgﬂ% I‘.llh - &nd unsat-
&w—y. e to the pu to apartment, in
ite The sy stem cannot be ns hav-
ing accomplished the of i e ment, 50 long
anit does Bot command sod deliver the local corre-
sjondence of the different citics fu which it exiate,
which, thos far, it has wholly fuiled 1o do.”

The T confesses this service is now
performed Il,krivm Expresses cheaper than the Gov-
ernment conld ondertake it. He fore, recom-

mends that #o much of the act of 1925 as relates to
“drop loetters,” 10 be dnn\-cndbz.mﬂem be repealed,
10 fr #a requiring the system to be relf-supporting.
loudds: This would not resalt in sny perceptible
diminvtion of the postsl revenues, innsmueh as th
liﬂl'm] un&adr; which would mﬁwﬂ hy "i
Jepartment does not row pase offfces
i true that (ke Postmaster-General might in his dis
cretion aneet the operation of these private expresses
by decluring the strects and avennes of the cilies to
which they beloug 1o be sroads; buk until the De-
partment is prepared to deliver city letters ns chesp!
and pomptly us such companies can possibly
thould regard the exercise of this power sz unwise,
not bursh und oppressive. Another motive for per-

istent effort on the part of this Departwent 1o render

do.{l
ise, if

The Department, we ure told, thisroute a o
waste of its revenues; but Congress commanded, and
the Post-Office obeyed. Sinee 1oe of
veferred to, more than $1,500 000 have heen expended
in the transportation of these river mail-, with a return
#o light as searcely to justify the designntion of the
expendilure us postal in its character. For & time, it
is true, the route potsessed some importanve, beciuse
of the through wails which pussed over it; but, from
the completion of various railronds, these through
muile are now conveyed by lund, and, in consequence
the river route has become essentially local, sod sop-
plies only the smill offices along the banks of the Mis-
sissippi. Al the ¢ towns are or will be supplied
in advance by luteral mails earried on the railrouds.
It ie belioved thut the rervice could be performed for
one-fourth of the sam which it now ecosts, were t2e
m; permitted to conruct for it by the trip. A
nmnntmﬁmt:: 847,214 higs been mude ¥ bave
the mouth of the Ohio, und, were & corresponding re-
duction made between Cuiro aud Nut-l_lkiuu, the
expenditure would be sl greater than the revenne
from the route wonld justify. This case is cited as
illustrative of the dissstrous results arising from Con-
gress taking all diecreton from the Department.
Of the Pacific mails, the Postmuster says: * On tak-
' ing cha of this Depurtent, I found establishod
“and in f Iq;ﬂal.inn six different routes for convey-
“ing the mails to and  from Californis snd our other
 Prcifie possessions, vix:
1. From New-York snd New Otleass, S vy
Pusama,

via to Haa Frapclwo, o
, e LT #0200 0 & 299,972 69
via Teh seiimouthly... W00 00 527 @
2 .l-sr:nra:u Aumtosie, via Kl Mk:.
= :
:Y?ﬁj Iuﬂ.l-l‘: EE l‘:“
¢ K s.lg{;i“."'-ﬁ'i-'u',.u' B e "
£..From Kansas, Mo, to Stockton, Cal., .,
R R T bi ] o
€. Frem Bu Joweph, Mo, via Ulsh - o
City, to Plaoerville, weekly sor-
LU LTI WoRRessainasusadans « X0 g 0 sa2 @
The groes annuval disbursements of these six roales
were_ QE)N,?‘J?, und the receipts from them but
Lag 1 wing & loss to the Department of

Lok “'Rerm

The expenditures for local mail service in the States
:i! K‘ahm‘r o a und ;hqgun. ;nd in Utah and Washing-
un._Te urivg the ©ar panted
$248 697 m;.. o Buged Ry R g il
i e e Tty dode
wjulation supplied Ly enoricons outlay does not
exeoed m,mfpmz.-.mq exhibiting : postal expen-

diture of about $4 14 fur each mcluding &ll
ages and ithena, The :e ® ilﬂ.‘.ﬂ‘l, o
uf Ibe aonial disbnrsewents of the De L

gTuew
furnish postal fucilities for 30,000,000 of people, bel
| iu the tion of less than 41 cents for each person.
| Were the inhabitants of the country east of the Rocky
| Mountuins served by the Department at the same rate
; of expenditure with those on the west, it woald ye-

J.:

“ fransportalion than may be aecessary to provide for |
¥

should be submitted 9 |

the met |

$126,803,704 for Ha sup instead of
0 o metually ex d by it.
on to state the particulars of
contract made with llri
Vanderhilt, who has #pulsted for the conveyance o
the muile, for the periogi named, at £37,500 for tm&ﬂl?
snd from New-York, and tlﬁ,ﬂ for those to
from New-Urleans—to which being the m!md"
churges, amounting to 7 5,000, the aggregate cost Wi
be &202,506, or, with the slary of the mail messengens
added, ut the Yate of ml;gl p;:’lﬁ;:lﬂ, mLﬁomu
an annusl gain, as com with t Ixisti -
tructs, of §307,250. 'lE contraetor E:nmnﬁound
bim:ﬁ fto tuuafﬂ' tkl;wl:lil- to the N route
iF ¥ is pomsibie, LE Tl E
Railroad m;i‘l, with a suving of $50,000 to the Depart-
ment. The Tel ronte i in ita present condi-
tion compuratively useless. The lund portion of the
trunsit aetos the ibmor—being upward of 100 miles
in Jeng'h—econsists of wn wnpaved aud imperfectly
wrided road, pirsing over a precipiious mountuin,
lurely practicable for wheeled vehicles, and in conse-
auence & mal, made up of & few light sucks, is all that
the contractors have carried, and all, it is presuwed,
that they have been able to carry emee the com-
mencement of the service. The Ul;pmmzu_t Wad
ashed Lo coptipue the conveyhnee o the mails, via
Teluantepee, o Ventogo only, &t an armual *ompensa-
vion of #250,000, which was the rate proposed by the
ate coptructors, but for the extension of the service O

anire

the §14,964,
Tle Portmuster

the provisonal nine

This propreal waa not aceepted becanse of the extrav-
agance of the compensation "l."i“‘rt in view of the
amonrt of postal pervice, which, il the actuul state of
ihe rosd, it is possible to perform, und becaus: with
e rq_milﬂ and rapid commnuieation which New-Ur-
©ne TOW €1 ju)“ with the Pucific throagh the contract
with Corneline Venderbilt, this service is numecessary.
If Congress thinks best to keep up the route, the Post.
mauster would Lave the funds supplied from the publie
Treusury, and nottax the postal revenue for & needless
BLIViCE.

The fan Antonionnd San Diego semi-mouthly was,
on the Hth duy of October, 1858, igrmudtu u weokiy
servive between San Antonio and

166,000, The product of the route during the |Ilut
year, 88 already sbown, was but $601—loss to g_he Je-
jurtment st the rate of $195,399 per annum. With this
conclusive indication of its want of Importance sud
vulue for al purposes, I direcied that the service
| should, on the 1st duy of July last, be put on its original
J footing of & eemi monthly muil, and rednced the allow-

anes 1o the contractors 10 $1%,000, Whatever objects,
political ot otherwise, may have been contemplated by
tye Government in establishing this ronte throogh an

ils contivuance at the present rate of compensition is
an ivjnstice to the Department.

The grest Overland mail eervice has been performed
with great regularity,
time; but the contrict has proved one of the heaviest
burdens to which the Department has ever been sab-
| jected. With an expenditure at the rate of $600,000
| per Ansum, the postages received in return have not

amounted to more than $2,200 04, ko that afier mak-
| ing allowance for such incresse us may be anticipated,

the De ent, at the expiration of six years for
which the contract was entered into, will have lost
from this route alone more than ﬂ.uob‘tm. Feeling
anxions to relieve, in some degree, the postal revenues
| from thie exhunsting drain, I proposed a reduction of
] the semi-weekly to & weekly serviee, which wonld
| have resulted in an annual saving, as compared with
| the prescnt outlag, of £150,000, The Attorney-Gen-
erul, however, determined that in consequence of
| the customary clanse giving the Postmaster-General
rtvilo?!-power over mail contracts, having been
| omitted'in this, the desired curtailment could not be
legally made, The whole matter Leing thus placed
| beyond the control of the Department, the action of
| Congress alone is capable of furnishing the remedy de-
| -.imf, and 1 cmnul.womruslu‘y recommend its early
| and decided interposition. 1f no comprowise can be
| effected with the sm‘uz- upon terms deemed reason-
| able, then 1 would urge, as an act of sim 1; u::nlc;,
ahe e

the operons Panama |

Sun Franciseo, at the rate of £560,000 was demanded. |

Paso and El Paso |
and Fort Yums, and the compensation was fixed ut |

almost nubroken wilderness snd degert, it is clear that |

and generally within schedule |

“m,{dﬂhmlmﬂ
neither

| thas it «ball be secty ted nor ad:

::i.rt‘-lr:eﬁj onclesn A well-directed vigi-
laner bas wieady ascomplisbod much, und may secote-
plish moch more ereafter, for the euppresion of “l huses
T but 1 um thuronghty perenaded that lbat_hml':: 17::«:
| for the esfety of the muils muat be fonad in IHE o
| proachabie personal probity of thoee charged with sheir
| tion and delivery. _
l"r';".';'::m to Foreign mii‘l service, the, report sume

up as follows: N2 i
it amount of postage (sed, injand,
fmll;li:n.a?n":uﬂl couveyed to sod from Earope by
| the seversl lines of mail steamers employed by this
Depariment, was $484,668 51; and by the British
| r’lr'!.n of the Cunard Ilm.rrrl-mmu; an e<punl ""f“i'
Eruf ripe, $8905,629 64, 'fhe North German Lioyi,
urg lines of mnil ]pﬁutl;’l, aleo |t:r|!'t-yl-;l
i d from Bromes and Hambary, respecttiely,
rl:.l;c\:?s:;:u on which umonnted 1o $48,151 71, m aking
the total postages on United  States aad Earopean
mails, conveyed by all lnes during the year,
$1,508 49 £, At _ . -
‘ost_of thetransallantic service performed by
rl;ls.lglh‘i‘;:: employed by this Deruuri':lwulhq:ubr_ the
provisions of t act of June 4, IXsF—which limits
the compensstion to the United States postage, sed
apd ipland, when the conveyance 18 by American
| sleamers, snd to the sea !nmuﬁe when™ by foreign

~was 124 010 62; fwenty-siXx round trips
;:;l?trfurmnd by American steamships for the sum
of $168 561 (P—averagivg e 88 per ronud Irip;
and twenty-+ix and & half trips by foreigu nmr,'.;}
at §195,540 53, aversging #4131 17 per round trip.
| The lstter trips, four and 4 balf were ran by the Lana-
Jisn lne of steamers between Portland wod Liver-
[:ol. This Jine e hersatter to im weekly, Potlond
arg

4
i

the terminna onbe!hl: .2 T
¢ daring 1 mner s ' on-
e Qwhlli the ll%:dfmk Ihil':‘a{i, q:m- f.lllm Vie-
| torin Brdge at Montreal, now completed, it Wi
! the mmagul the most direet, and probably the most
expeditions communieation betwaoen Chicago and Liv-
erpeol.  Arravgements have been made with the
Canadinn Post-Office Depuriment to trane , for the
seit postage uny mails it way be desirahle tosend by thia
line ; un?‘ in order to give ihem as much expedition ns
possible, it is intended to have Chicago and Detroit,
a8 weil s Portland, constituted offives of exchange for
United States and Livitish muile.

Temporary arrangements huve also been made, on
the terms of the sct of 1858, for the continuance of
woekly service by American or forei steamships, bo-
tween New-York and Liverpool, or plon, em-
bracivg semi-monthly trips 1o Haves, and trips onee
a month to Bremen and back. TI::hm oonneetion
with the Cupurd line, pecnres nemg-w_r y service be-
tween this conntry und Great Britain, and with the
Bremen end Hsn:{nrg steamers, 8 direct mail, at least
as frequently as three times & month, to aud from Ger-

many.
In’lhii conmection, I feel it my daty to recommend
the repeal of that clanse of the ast upproved Juuoe 14,
1858, which declures thut in forvwardi
| eign conntries ** the preference shall always be given
,' “ 1o an American, over & forsign steamship, when de-
* parting from the same port for the rame destination,
| spithin three daye of each other.” Could we umintain
aven daily communication with transatlantic na-
| tions, it would be 8 subject of congratulation on the
1t of the whele country, und would be as grateful
!t our sorisl relations as it would be promotive of our
best commercial intereats,
upon mails exchanged

The t of lester j e
during the year with Great Brizain was §70,046; with
Prismn, $058,642 68; l"mce.sﬁlgﬁ?m 05; DBremen,
8,368 37; and Hamburg, $27 ; being adecrease
on British mails of a:r.',éu ; on Prussian mails of

37,120 @2. aud an increase on French uails of §12,-

43 62; und on Bremen mails of $10,462 45; and on
Hamburg mails of #6704 21, as compared with the
| prece year. Net decrensed leiter postage on

E'uwpean mails, §39,605 £,

The smourt of es on maile sent to Creat

Britain was $365,884 13; to Prussia, $167,8%4 K& to

pection wit

Fronce, $106,050 01; to Bremen, §18,2% R0; and to
al eent, 85,

On

| that this gifmni: service, which was e , Hamburg, $1 ,oR4 58— a0
| instance of Cong and in farthermnee of great | mails received, from Great Britain, m.ls& 71; from
| nutional objects, sball he at once vh.uigud upon the pub- 4 Prussia, $120,738 15; from France, §112,720 04; from
| lie treasury, Until & ruilrond shall have been con- | Prewen, $20,138 57; and from Hum y $6,007 47—
structed scrose the coutinent, the conveyauce of the | Total received, $665,079 04, —Total '1’:'"‘“ collected
| Dagific mails, overland, must be regarded o8 wlmII( in the United States, $309.860 73; in Great Britain,
l imm‘.ﬁﬂ;bk. Theee maile, na dispatchod semi- | Pyuesia, France, Bremen and Hamburg, Q*.-:s.sm 16, —
monthly, averag® ten tuns in weight, whi h, if divided | Excess of postages collected in the United Staies,
into semi-weekly donartures, would give (wo and a | §81,270 57,
half tuns for tu{, thus requiring, in view of the con- | Balunce due Great Britaln on d{gunu-ut of aceount
diions of the Toad, ten couchea, nstend of the single | o 111 2L nee 2t ol
one pow empl ‘e ::‘:nm ol at the p L rate of | Bylancn dus to Breen. .. 15,546 43
ﬁ-.mpe.nnﬁ_thon, mﬁ»ﬁ,aﬂ ’n;;_ u;)l_;ua for travsportation | Bulence dae to Humbusg... 8,509 01
e, Wi B ne| S
ot K Srockion oo put i port | Mo o
At un sunual £x 9,9 ving, m otal pos ;
T e el S, pamlr, Sk
! o :
Mhﬂ.m‘& m‘ﬁdﬂu !ﬂu , 00,979 On the New-Orleans San
continged. There were, in nive but four ar- route vie sthmus of o,
Swial the : I recei ‘bli » ﬂi:);(:!;\. Orleans a i'\%n Cruz route, | ’!5 a,ﬁh;m
Swockton; total ma'er ved nt Kansay e . o, Fe, B
-] ey % on the various lines to the West Indies ote., 3.’:-2 i1

was only two letters and twenty-six papers, while the
mutter received at Stockton coneisted of one single
letter. This servies for 825 milea between Westport
and Banta J'é extended directly along the line of an-
other route, the contretor for which ied, as is
suj pored, for some trifling compentation, this exceed-
inply light and unimportant mmil, for the tmnsporty-
tion” of which, as shown, the Deportment was then
puyirg at the rate of some $30,000 per aunum.

The lndep endence, Salt Lake City, and Placerville
pail wos formerly a monthly serviee, but, in couse-
quence of the threatened rebellion of the Mormon
populition, it wos Improved to a weekly mail at an
arnnal compensation of $390000—the product belng
| $5,402 03, Tranguillity havisg been restored to that
Territory, a reduction to 4 semi-monthly service wils
ordered 1o take place on the 30th June lnst, which,
niter wuking the most liberal allowance to the con-
tractors, will suve to the Department $115,000 per
annum.

The anpnal expenditure n these Pacifie routes
has thus been inished F;.:?('Il.ﬁl?. The $1,276,000
#till required for their support, on thie improved basis,
in very fur beyond what un enlightened and just ad-
winistration of the fivances of the Department wonld
WAITEDL,

The Postmaster next pitches iuto the mail service
between Havans, C aton, and Bavaonah, which,
for the lust five years, hae been performed semi-monthl
!1 the steamebip Inabel, at an aunusl compensation of
$00,000. The receipts from these maile amounnted only
1o 810,057 66, #o that in June last, when the contract
expired, the Postmuster did not renew it Fortu-
nately for the publiec interests, proaching com
pletion of the Florida Railroad enabled the Department
to send these mails across the Penineul from Fernan-
| ding to Cedar Keys, where they connect with the Gaif
| wail steamers from New-Orleuns, and proceed direct]

1‘ on, vie Koy West to Havana. Iie service out an
returning is new vegularly performed, and coets the
Dejartment only the inlind and eea postages, The
substitnt.on, therefore, of this route for thut of the Tsa-
bel 18 a saving tothe Depurtment of $49,942 3 per
annnIm,
| Tte Department wis urged by citizens of Charles-
tom to extend the contruct with the owner of the Isa-
| Lel from commercinl considerntions, but Jid not feel
| justilled in ﬁi\ins to euch considerations the welght
claimed for them. Tlis large subsidy would certuinly
euable the owner of the Isabel to carry freight and
passengers ul reduced rates; but if there be any con-
stitutional wirrant for the Government's bestowing
this advantage on the inhabitante of a single city,
while it is denfed to those of other cities, such ad-
vuntage should be sought from the public Treasury,
nndannm assuredly not at the hunds of this Depait-
me

1 1egret to be compelled to annonnce that no prog-
ress hue been made toward the construction of either
the New-York or Philadelphin Post-Offfices. The site
for the former has not been purchased or selected, and
the unsacceseinl efforts of my p rto thut end
kave not been revewed by me, of the de-
preseed condition of the Treasary. The want of &
suitable buildiog for the Post-Oflice in our great eom-
merelal emporinm is severely felt, alike by the public
and by those concerned in the postal administration,
bope is indalged that the existing embarrass
ments to the poosecntion of the work will buve un
early termication,

sile of certain property in Philadelphin, upon
the terms designated by the uct of March 3, 1559, s u
condition precedent to vy action for the ervetion of
post-office in that city. legislation is desired
1o enuble the Depurtment to proceed with the purchase
of u site, and the eregion of & sitahle building.

The act of June 14, 1858, established 695 new
routes, but made no provision for their has
been estimated that to pat these and the 8¢ Paaland
l"‘nm Sound ronte into ion would require, annn-
u&“. fnp\nrd of wﬁa beside the postal receipts
therefrom,
and with & conviction that to the undua axpmm’ M..m;’l'
2: n:hr:r:. on unproductive mme:bﬂo these is muinly

vy pecnuary burdens that now ]
und disable i, 1 have not hesitatad to r::
more pro the De-

e

|

. It

Lut suY ferious inconvenience will be experienced by

the conutry in consequence of this delay.
Without ente .i‘:;m the detalls of I-h: delinquencies
aud depredations ulleged to have oesarred in eounvetion

with the postal service
Fuffice to stute that its mor

vontitined withoat relaxstion for

lic buve given their complete ot A
q:,mdhumul,mml;

nt their most secret and sncred revelations, to

keeping of ite bovor.  They bave a right w

Is

the above-named home lnes of sleamers, £571,429 12,
| The weights of closed leiter mails received und sent
| during the year, weie as follows:
|

| 4. Aggregnted total postages on mai conveyed b

Prussian closed mails reeeived 130,525} onnces, and

sent 175,45 ounces; total, 2060214 ounces. Closed
maile from Gieat Britain for Canada 115,060 onnces,
and from Cavsda for Great Dritain 104,471 ounces;
total, 217,531 onnece,  British und California, Hava
and Mexican closed wiils, received und went, 30,461
Gunees.

The amonnt paid Great Britain for sea and territorial
{trapsit on cloved mails eonveyed throngh the United
Kingdom wos $195,970 78}, und the amount received
from Gireat Britain on British elosed mails in transit
through the United States wus §57,474 91

The negotiutions, which were temporarily sus-
jended, !m\’ina{i‘n view the reduction of tho rates of
postage npon letters and upon printed matter hetween
this copntry and Great Brituin, bave been renewed,
but, I regret to sy, withoul any enconraging result,

The of the Post-Office organization ia that it
#hall be self-sustuining. In 1836 Congress provided
| that “ the ite sum required for the sarvice of the
| “* Post-Offiice Department in each year shull be appro-
[ priated by law out &ﬁu revenves of the Departs
[+ ment,” This ia still existing law, and @ more

emphatic declaration that the self-supporting principle
| on which the Departwent has been previously condae-
| ted should be continned, could not have been made.
| In 1790—the first yeur of the new Governmentin which

the financial status of the Depertment is broaght to our
notice—its revenues exceeded its disbursements by
$5.255, From that time up to 1SI8—with ocensionsl
and slight exceptions, occurring at romote intervals—

un excess of nre:lpu wis vonstuntly exhibited. Al the
‘ period last named, in eonsequence < f a too rapid expan-

eivn of the eervice, and the substitution ufcml!! ruilrosd
trunsportition vpon many of the old aud bitherto
comparatively cheap routes, there was manifestod the
nret tevdency to d permanent excess of expenditure,
This tendency, however, was not decided, nor did it
lend to uny alarming resnl's. The deflcit was small,
and during severnl of the years intervening betwesn
1508 and 1846 waus fully reeovered from. Afterw
came the acts of 1845 and 1831, whereby the rates o
postage were redaced, und receipta of the Depart-
ment, ?n_mnnqume, suddenly diminished upwurd of
two millious of dollurs per sonum. The introduction,
too, of the telegraph, s & medium of sociul and com-
mereinl interourse, begin at this time in a markod
munner to divert from the mails the poblic and
-';iﬁ:::‘i‘w u"‘nw}mnqenﬁd of the country. This

version Lus comtinued to enlarge, untl i
be safely estimated that the annaul loss 1:omi.l'm{
Department from this source sdone, cannot now be less
than §1 000,000, Under the influence of this nbrupt
and ragid decline in its revenunes, and of the pressure
of & courre of legislution which continned from year
to year “to  establish vast bers of extended,
cortly, aud unproductive routes, added to the importn-
nste and incessant demand ou the part of theffeoantry
for tie improvement as well as extension of postal fie-
cilities, the Department wae gradually led away from
the principles to which it had previously in!exigly wil-
bered, so that in 1858 jts expenditure excceded ity re-
ceipin by #5,555,657 15, For the year ending June 30,
1254, this excess amounted Lo §5,196,009 = is une
forturate condition of things bas involved the Depare-
went i imsutations of extravagunce and mismisnge-
ment, a8 dipnragivg «a they have been nndeserved,
"'l"l‘n Mur h':" thai by the svatemn of retrenche

b it - ;

E!‘H s repurt, be has effected the follow-
Furrdsee. 1 R R .
end muking pew cotbract for ocest servion to Cale
iformi. woeren s 1,705,000

e o€ voechl sad vodie' gy, e
Wishdrawal of extra aliowsice fo Fodamasters ..., 25173
T = PR
etal P R [ 15 e

Jn but two of fhe BtateiSouth Ca
Floridi—has the cost of the service Mlu;rlimu -
It was at the lowest points in these States, and in cone
;;gcimce, :'II th;' oecasion of the lmiélgu in April Ins
this improvement, amounting to allowsd,
The beaviert reduction- ‘lﬂl:,&l&wu';::a in i.:.-
souri, in which Swate the ul expenditures for the
Lat yeor were §030,090 97, und the receipts but
F27 8T B3—showing u loes of $190,214 3, The next
stgest eariailment, §94,641, wasin Teans, in which,
with 8 postul revence of but §100,37 35, the eutlay
ful.'_'llll_lll eervice for the year ending Jone 3 wu{
;:,é.. #l—exbibiting an exvess of expenditure of 22,-
‘ In Louisiann the rednction was $75 he

receipls buavi W'
your $80 05 87, | E" "
No ground at

excers of expenditare over
sepe reductions be saye:
and no step taken
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